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POLICE ANECDOTES, 


& c. &c. 


1 auen Public Topins, to inveſligate 8 
conduct of Magiſtrates, to point out Public 
Oppreſſors, to conduct by reaſon and moderation 


the public notipe towards ignorant and corrupt 


men, who too frequently are appointed without 
| ſufficient inquiry, to adminiſter or explain the 
laws, .are among the acknowledged duties of the 
PRESss. But men whoſe actions could not bear 
the teſt of this tribunal, and would ſecure 


themſelves in their career of delapidation, have 


prudently extinguiſhed this great detector, once 
the pride and glory of England herſelf. Print- 
ing like many other trades, nearly ſuffocated by 
taxation and penalties, contrives to ſteal into cir- 


culation by reſorting to a clandeſtine manufactory, 


where the vigilance of the Informer, and the zeal 

of the magiſtrate, are often avoided with ſucceſs, 
and Letters, like other merchandiſe, are become 
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Driven to the neceſſity of flealing our opinions 
into the world, and provoked at che flagrant ads 
of a ſyſtem of petty oppreſſion, unknown to the 
government or legiſlature, which diſgraces ma- 
giltracy, devours a numerous body of people, 
and often brings contempt and execrations on the 
Higher departments of the ſtate, who we are 

_ conſcious are ſtrangers to it, and for this reaſon 


that the man in office is too powerful in himſelf 


and his co-partners, and the poor victims too 


; obſcure to be heard. 


In the following haſty detail, we will undertake 


to deſcribe ſuch a combination of plunderers, 
Who, under the name of mogiſtrates, exerciſe 


ſuch a crowd of continued enormitics, that would 


even aſtoniſh many of the men engaged 1 in it by 
6 its extent and duration. : oy 


The principal ſource of magiſterial 1 
ment is among en, of e and diſtilled 


- 
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are ſixteen hundred people of this deſcription, | 
who pay a ſum of {80,000 annually as licenſe, 
and it is reaſonably allowed that another ſum 


equal to it is extorted from them by magiſtrates 
and their retainers; the moſt iniquitous ſtratagems 
-are uſed to extort this plunder. "This numerous 
body of people, whom the law hath branded 
with the appellation of Publican, as peculiarly ap- 
plicable to their profeſſion, and ſo infamous a 
meaning has produced a certain claſs of ideas at- 


tached to the odious epithet, and ſo far influenced 


a public opinion * a Publican, that any 
complaint 


5 


complaint he can make againſt a petty oppreſſor 
is treated with contempt, and thus an abſolute, 
cruel, and mean ſyſtem of ſtupid government, is 
placed over him, and an ignorant Alderman, or 
drunken Juſtice, fattens on the injuted man, aud 
his tears only amuſe the little Deſpot, while his 
earnings pamper him, and his majeſty's name is 
ignorantly execrated for the ignorant tyranny of 
his il-choſen ſervant. | „ 


— 


Wo will aſk the Legiſlator or the Governor, ar 
any of our readers, not{tupid Aldermen, or trading 
Juſtices, what inferiority of moral or phyſical 
qualities has a retailer of Spirits or Beer to a re- 
tailer of Ribbons or Broad Cloath, to a ſix- feet 
high, Haberdaſher or an Aldermanic Baker, or 
why is the man who retails Beer or Whiſkey 
inferior to the man who manufactures Beer or 
. 


If property be the only eriterion, we could 
name Publicans poſſeſſed of more than many 
Brewers or Diſtillers, or any Taylors, Corpora- 
tion Barbers, Weavers or Breeches-makers, and 
yet tho? theſe men are as much Publicans by their 
reſpective profeſſions as the traduced Publican, 
yet the influence of a cant word has deprived one 
man of the benefits of the law, and has dubbed 
the other a magiſtrate, and an honeſt ſubject is 
held up as an object not to be heard, while a mean 
and obſcure wretch without property, morals or 
capacity, is qualified to traduce, to govern and 
plunder him. 3 „ 


- We will aſk, why is the Land-holder, who is a | 
Law-maker, more reſpectable as a tradeſman than 
— | the 
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the publican, the Landholder whoſe rent 1s 
gathered by the publican feels the convenience 
of the humbler profeſſion and tho' he declaims 
in the Senate againſt the immoderate uſe of fpi- 
rituous liquors, he ſecretly rejoices at the thriving 
condition of the only trade left in the country 
that can contribute to his opulence, a nation that 
may be ſaid of it, that it has no manufactures, 
and no other means of employing its people or of 
paying enormous rents, than by the cultivation 
of its rude produce, and were no other applica- 
tion of our tillage to be made them by convert- 
ing it into bread, tho' the poor might live 
better and much more ſober, yet the rich landlord 
would not benefit ſo much, by nine-tenths of his 
rents, as by the preſent mode, which gives more 
_ _ _ whiſkey than bread to his tenantry, and the Diſ- 
- __ tillers trade would almoſt be'unheard of as an 
a object of finance, but the friend of order would 
| f de pleaſed toſeea pernicious tho? profitable fource 
of wealth and taxation extinguiſhed, a ſyſtem 


.. Fay that, unhappily for the tranquillity of ſociety, 
11 ; e 9 trade, bf which one Diſtiller turns 
FF 75]  , : more of our corn into whiſkey than is uſed 


4. - dy one hundred bakers for bread ; certainly under 
$1 | the hands of Mr. Fos r ER, our Chancellor of the 


'S3 Exchequer, an eminent and ſkillful financier, 
£1 the uſe of corn in diſtillation has much diminiſh- 
1 ed his great tal-nts and patriotiſm, has effected 
2 much ſince his appointment to his high ſituation, 
j f 1 as a deputy manager in a foreign Legiſlature, this 
41 quack, among ſtatemen, has ſo cloſely driven the 
3 diſtillers by continued experiments on their capa- 
3 city for aſliſting the exciſe, that we have the ſatis- 
5 4 +4 faction tolearn, corn not being quickenough inpro- 
1 dueing the required quantity of ſpirits, Mr. Foſter 

4 . b charges 


7 2 


charges duty on, in every month; the ingenious 


diſtiller is e e. vary his experiments with 


the inge nious chancellor, and has put into requi- 
ſition all the minerals, all the alkaline compounds 
known in chemiſtry, mountains and laboratories 
are rummaged to aſſiſt us to a new kind of drink, 
and ſo great a proficiency has Mr. Foſter's plans 
given, that we expect the people in a few years 
will be poiſoned on much cheaper terms than for- 
merly, and we ſee no probability of any alteration 


* 


in the new ſyſtem of poiſoning terminating, ex- 


cept the owners of arable lands, whoſe rents muſt 
decline, are not more numerous in parliament 
than the proprietors of mountains, whoſe rents 
are now on the advance. If ſome amicable ſet- 
tlement is not effected among thoſe two deſerip- 
tions of law- makers, one of them muſt, by the 
decay of rents, be compelled to deſcend to be a 
a greater cuſtomer to the cord-wainer than to the 
Coach - maker, and my lady be obliged to wall 


3 


againſt her will as much as any of her vulgar te- 


nants, and the revenue in the hands of © the patriot 


Foſter,” that allows tobacco for the purpoſe of | 


taxation, would want a ſmaller number of ſur- 


veyors, majors, and captains, and the crowd of 


informers and fixers that now mob our ſtreets and 


highways, and the word publican as it is at pre- 


ſent in our vocabulary and ſtatute books, would 


be unknown, or be more juſtly applied to the 


Idle overgrown animals of doubtful gender, that 
meaſure ribbons and weigh threads behind coun- 
ters in Dame-ſtreet. Pet”: | 


Among others, whom we have to notice as a 
magiſtrate, is a man of the name of Godfrey. 


This Gentleman, or captain as he is called by his 
| . | drunken 
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__ «virunken companions, has been near fixteen-ycars 
in the Commiſſion of the Peace; this Captain, 
Juſtice, and Efquire, is the ſon of a military lady, 
whoſeyounger days and nights were devoted to the 
ſervice: of a marching regiment, ſhe ſhared her 
charms alternately with the reddened heroes, juſt 
as money, drink, or deſire operated on her feel- 
ings, yet she invariably complied with a kind of 
Etiquette expected from her by her fellow ſoldiers, 
that ſhe would not cuckold the corps by any love 
affair in any other regiment, and her very ho- 
nourable adherence to the conditions are given as 
an example to this day in the goth, which clearly 
proves Philip a ſon of that gallant regiment, but 
it is not known who the individual father was, 
nor has it cauſed any uſeleſs inquiry, as the lady 
Herſelf may be a ſtranger to a point unneceffarily 
ſought for; the Juſtice is however the ſon of the 
regiment. When time, whoſe unſparing hands 
had ruffled her features, and dried up her deſires, 
and leſſened the demands for her perſon, ſhe was 
rewarded for her fidelity by an appointment to the 
delicate and Jucrative employment of Nurfe to 
the Military Hoſpital on Arbour Hill, where ſhe 
© was known many years by her huſband's name, 
as Mrs. Forty, until ſhe changed her condition 
by marrying corporal Godfrey, who allowed the 

young Juſtice, his ſtep-ſon, to take his name. 


The Juſtice, as he is called, levies his perquiſites 
with conſiderable ſucceſs, as publicans are the 
- . Tafeſt game, their complaints never going higher 
than to their oppreſſor, are regularly cloſed by 
the benevolence of the Juſtice, or one of his de- 
puties, whoſe demands muſt not be refuſed, nor 
deciſions diſputed on pain of a caining, or having 
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his liquors. ſpilt on the ground with the tears of, 
| his wife and children, and this is frequently 
acted for not . c:ming down,” as the under juſtices 
expreſs it, that is neglecting to furniſh the juſtice 
with prefents of well flavoured whiſkey, Which 
by Mr. Foſter's improvements cannot at preſent 

be done; the under Magiſtrates or Conſtables 
muſt never be denied the uſe of any thing in the 
houſe, whenever they pleaſe to honour it by a viſit. 
Within the ſpace of three months the Juſtice, 
and his aſſiſtants, extorted, under a number of 
pretexts, from one publican at the Canal-bridge, 
Drumcondra, not leſs than fifty pounds, beſides 
giving him two diubbings for a dulneſs of con- 
ception diſcovered in him by the diſcerning ma- 
giſtrate. The Juſtice, however, in moſt caſes 
performs his part with his victim by a ſolemn ap- 
pearance of law; the culprit, when obſtinate, is 
accuſed of ſelling on Sunday, or after eleven at 
night, tho' this might happen in many inſtances, 
but never in preſence of a conſtable; but as the 
fultice, is judge, jury and executioner, and a 
party in the cauſe, as he ſnacks the beſt part of 
the fine, he generally decides very lea nedly in 
his own favour, but the awful and edifying aſſiſt- 
ance of an oath been deemed a neceflary part in 
the judicial drama, is performed by the conſtable, 
and the ruined victim departs amidit the coarſe 
jokes of the court. 0 e | 
A very novel perquiſite' was lately invented by 
the juſtices men and their wives. As they live near 
the banks of the Royal Canal, near Summer-hill, 
they had an opportunity of ſeeing dead bodies that 
were drowned taken out of the Canal water, they 
were generally the remains of people whompoyerty 
| " 8 £ TY or 
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or intoxication had deſtroyed, many of them were 
never claimed by friend or relation, ſuch deſerted 
bodies were removed to a convenient and populous 
part of the road by Godfrey's men and their wives, 
who placed a plate on the breaſt of the dead 
perſon to collect money from paſſengers, as if 
for funeral expenſes, two days were always applied 
to this buſineſs, and three or four pounds were 
made by the partners which they expended in 
drink and riot. A gentleman in the neigbour- 
hood obſerved, in ſome time, that the number of 
drowned perſons had increaſed to an alarming 
degree, and beyond any proportion comparitively 
with any other neighbourhood of a canal; the 


next dead body he diſcovered in the hands of the 
_ Juſtices, as ufual to collect money, he proceeded 


to the gentlemen, threatened to proſecute them 
if ever they again repeated the begging 
experiment; this ſeaſonable interference had the 


deſired effect, and not one drowned perſon has 


been near Summer-hill ſince z no doubt is enter- 
tained by the inhabitants, whenever theſe 
wretches wanted a few pounds, but ſome female 
pauper was drowned. | „„ 


But the moſt extenſive and ſcandalous oſſice of 
this ſyſtem of oppreſſion is the one of Superin- 


tendant Magiſtrate. This eſtabliſhment is com- 
manded by a man who has been diſtinguiſhed by 
His fellow- citizens, by the title of Alderman. 


At the formation of the militia he was named 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Dublin Regiment, this 
appointment he held two years only; ſo vain is 
he of military honours, that none of his conſtables 
or informers dare addreſs him by any other _ 
This RE. | | ut 


ST. 
but Colonel, nor dare any perſon who ſecks his 
| without running the chance of loſing his cauſe, 


| ſtables. 


to the Governor of Jamaica, for his attendance 
in one office, a ſum not leſs than Z 15,000 per. 


E by taxes for the neceſſary defence of the empire, 


1 their landlords and gentry, added to the uſual 


| plac: bie enemy. - © | wha 


ral ſon, a Brewer, of the ſame name in Francis- 
ſtreet; the Captain's power over publicans, whom 
| the fear of his wrath muſt make his creatures, 
taking advantage of the opportunity of provid- 
eing for the fruits of his juvenile pleaſures, made 
a brewer of his boy, and put him into an eftabliſh» 
ment in partnerſhip with a young Lawyer by 
birth, but-a Glover by trade, a ſon of Lord 
Carleton's; the two illegitimate Brewers were 
ſo actively aſſiſted by Oliver, that in fix years 
time they realiſed a property of ten thouſand 
pounds. 75 | | | | 


& adjudication pronounce the word alderman 
| and getting a flogging from the enraged con- 
This Colonel or Alderman in a city, which a 
Mr. Whitelaw, in a late publication, ſays contains 
but 170,000 inhabitants, has emoluments equal 
car, and at a period when its people are exhauſted 
and the want of trade by the non-reſidence of 
enbarraſſments which bulineſs meet with, in a 


long and expenſive conteſt with an active and im- 


The .next to the Colonel is a captain of the 
name of Carleton. This gentleman has a natu- 


Oliver's activity quickly ſold all the beer and 
porter the young men could get made, or ſuch 
: . {tuff 
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ſtuff as they were pleaſed to give ſuch names to, 
and any Publican who neglected to deal with them 
was conſtantly fined and hunted, until a Jail deter- 
mined the fate of the unfortunate man, where 
Oliver frequently drove many who wore. so un- 
- manageable as to refuſe his ſons porter and ale; 
Tome of the under Conſtables or Informers were 
often imprudent enough to fine young Carleton's 
cuſtomers, this required ſome exercife of autho- 
rity to ſtop, he often hinted inthe hearing of his 
banditti, “ That any one who hurted his 4% he 
would have an eye on,” this had the intended 
effect on the corps. The ſon, for ſome conſider- 
able time before he became brewer, held a ſituation 
under the father, and continued to do fo fone 
time after, after which gave him a conſiderable 
influence over ſuch whole fears, not their diicre- 
tion, compelled to deal with him, and ſeveral 
other brewers, who had nothing to aſſiſt them to 
coniumption, but the quality of their drink, 
Were by the mere effect of terror deprived of their 
cuſtomers, without being allowed any of the be- 
nefits of a fair competition, by which induſtry is 
belt rewarded, and the public beſt ſerved, but ſuch 
were the fears of the Publicans from the Police 
Captains, that the brewers of Dublin, who made 
a whoteſome drink, were deprived of their belt 
cultomers. ney petitioned Lord Hard wicke, 
and ſtated their grievances fo much to his Excel- 
lency's conviction, that with his uſual attention 
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in proportion to this temporary difficulty, thrown 


in his way by authority; Oliver immediately got 
ſome of the principal Publicans to ſign a paper, 
which he publiſhed in the Evening Poſt, aſſerting 


that they had bought Mr. Carleton's porter, nor 


thro' any influence of Office, but really for the 


great ſuperiority of his drink, and ſtrange to tell, 


ſuch were the fears of this people of Oliver's in- 
dignation, that this advertiſement was not ſigned 


by any man who ever bought or ſold any of his 
* boys” drink. SE oe, 


Young Oliver was ſucceeded by a Watchman 
of the name of Whiteſide, a gentleman ſelected 
by Captain Carleton, for a very induſtrious atten- 
tion to whatever could promote the intereſts or 


pleaſures of his patron ; Mr. Whiteſide has amply 


ſuſtained the buſineſs of his young friend, by 
fining any perſon who has the temerity to neglect 
him; indeed Mr. Whiteſide's exertions are fo 
conſtant, that many conceived he had a ſhare in 
the brewery, but we aſſure our readers he is not 
yet qualified by pecuniary means to buy any con- 


ſiderable part in any expenſive eſtabliſhment, tho? 


he is very confident if this excellent William- 
{treet inſticution continues, he ſhall be as inde- 


pendant as any gentleman under the Colonel; 


indeed he muſt riſe rapidly, as he has done. A 
very ſhort time ſince he brought his wile's ſiſter 
from a diſtant part of the country, and gave her 
as a preſent to his old friend the Captain, for this 


mark of attention to his patron he was appointed 


Keeper, or as ſome jailors have had it explained: 
to dignity their office, Governor of the Feniten- 
tiary in Smithfield ; but Mr. Whiteſide was diſ- 
miſled for plundering the unfortunate women 

i | committed 
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committed to his cuſtody. 5 now continues 
under the Colonel, and his oath, in the opinion 
of Mr. Under-fecretary Hatch, or the Colonel, 

1s intitled to more credence than all the proofs 
of all the Coach- owners, Dairy-men or Publi- 
cans in Dublin; this is really natural, as his wiſe 
Jenny has the ear and bed of Mr. Hatch, and at 
intervals the company of the Colonel whenever 
his capricious talte defires variety. 


The next officer of graſping capacity, 18 is Cap- 
tain Logan, this gentleman commands in the 
Rotunda Diviſion, for the city is divided by the 
Colonel into four prefectures or proconſulates, 
and Captain Logan has not neglected any oppor- 
tunity which his extenſive commiſſion veſts in 
him to make the very beſt of his government; 
he is a very extenſive dealer in Spirits, Wines, 
Cyder, &c. in company with the Colonels ſon, 
and the partners have availed themſelves of 
their great power by commanding a very nume- 
rous body of cuſtomers, and conſequently a rapid 
| ſale of their merchandiſes. Several grocers and 
publicans, who complied with the regulations 
preſcribed by the law, were filly enough to ima- 
gine they were at liberty to purchaſe where they 
could get the beſt goods, or moſt convenient 
terms, but they have fince learned, that a law 
made in Weſtminſter is not ſufficient to protect 
them if they preſume to diſpute the acts of legiſ- 
lation of the Clarendon-fireet Senate, who una- 
nimouſly decree they only are authoriſed to point 
out to any retailers, what brewer, or whiſkey 
factor or diſtiller, they ſhall deal with, and will find 
any ſuch retailers guilty of ſelling on Sundays. 
ſs after eleven at night, who ſhall give any pre- 

ference 


ER q - 
. 8 


ſerence to any Brewer not of their Corps, or ap- 
proved off by the Corps, or by the Colonel, the 
four diviſional Captains, the twelve chief Con- 
ſtables, or a majority of the lower houſe of forty- 


eight Conſtables, and any Publican ſhall be found | 


guilty alſo, who ſhall refuſe to buy Alderman 
Manders' Porter, or Oliver Carleton's, they being 


the beſt Brewers in Dublin, or ſhall refuſe to buy 


Captain Logan's Whiſkey, or any other Captam 


or Conſtables whiſkey, under the falſe pretence, 


that any Captains ſaid whiſkey has been watered, 


or refuſes to buy his or their wines ander the like 5 
falſe pretences, that ſuch wines are only decoc- 


tions of Logwood in Whiſkey and water; theſe 
regulations have been duly enforced, and every 
publican in Captain Logan's diſtrict, of any diſ- 
cretion, has regularly acted by the oreſcribed line 


of duty, and every ſuch publican now ſells in 


deFance of the ſtatute of Weſtminſter, at all times 


and places, as Captain Logan's law has in ſuch _ 
caſes made and provided, and Captain Logan is - 


now more at his leiſure to cultivate his farms, and 
improve his country ſeats, train his dogs, and or- 
nament his hot-houſes. The Captain means totake 


his ſeat very ſhortly in the Farming Society, he has 


ſeveral large hogs, of a particular breed, billetted 
on a few Brewers, who are under fond awe of 


his juriſdiction, or hopes of his intereſt, and as 


foon as ſaid hogs are properly fed and educated, 
they are to be exhibited at the Society's Academy 


in Stephen s- green; Mr. Grierſon has promiſed 


to ſing in their praiſe, and on the dana of 
their owner the Captain. | T9 


The next 1 moſt diſtinguiſhed f for Tg 


nuity is Mr. 3 his progreſs in official emo» 
| luments 


** 


lumeuts is a great eredit to himſelf and the fot. 
tution. He arrived in Dublin about ten years 
ago, and ſerved in the Police at thirty pounds an- 
nually, his ſalary at preſent is not more than one 
hundred pounds, and at a time that moderate men 
of five hundred a year cannot: ſave a ſhilling, 
Captain Wilſon, out of the perquiſites of office, 
has purchaſed an eſtate in the County of Meath 
of £600 per annum, this ſeeming paradox may 
be accounted for by the following true though 
imperfect ſtatement ; —a retailer of ſpirits as we 
obſerved before is not allowed to fell on Sundays, 
but the demand on ſuch days being much more 
than on any other, tempts many a poor man to 
violate the law, Wilſon whoſe vigilance is un- 
ceaſing and emiflaries numerous, earns five 
pounds by the detection, ſelling after eleven at 
night incurs the like penalty; there is one de- 
ſcription of publicans, whoſe temerity or circum- 

ſtances prevent expoſing themſelves to the ven- 
geance of the law, and who never break thro” 

the required exaQunels, and this character, a per- 
ſon not a ſupe intendant Captain, would conceive 
deſerving of indulgence, on the contrary the civic 
Procunſul, conſiders ſuch tameneſs, a ſtudied 
attack on his emoluments, and as a man in othce 
muſt not be ſported with, while he can indemniſy 
himſelf, and as his fortune not his foul is in con- 
ſideration, and nothing but the foohith formality 
of an oath requilite, he ſwears, and the Conſtable's 
oath, in the Wilſiam-ſtreet court, being in higher 
eftimation than the moſt reſpectable proo!s, he 
cets the five pounds, the Captain on every Wed- 
neſday {wears at leaſt forty oaths, which at forty 
ſhillings each gives kim a clear ſum of eighty 
pounds a weck. 

Another 
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Another deſerigtion of retailers who are in 
opulence, ſpend every Sunday in the country, 
and never allow their houſes to be opened on ſuch 
days, theſe people are particularly objects of his 
indignation, and he carefully inſpects their con- 
duct, and ſhould they, by any chance, neglect to 


leave a ſervant in town to open the door, he is 


ſure of five pounds, as a neglect to give him en- 
trance when he demands, makes them liable to 
the N y. 


Captain Wilſon as a man of taſte and convivial 
-manners, fees much company and frequently, at 
his hoſpitable reſidence, on every ſuch occaſion 
he ſends a requiſition of wines, groceries and 
ſpirits, to ſuch Grocers and Publicans as are molt 
in awe of his government, and they never fail 
to accommodate him in proportion to their fears 
and circumſtances. 


— 


Another gentleman of very conſiderable autho- 


rity is a Mr. Wallace, though not dignified by a 
Captain. s commiſſion, he is a man of high conſide- 
ration, he is one of the three Diviſional Conſta- 
bles, but his intereſt is ſo extenſive that he can 
act in any of the four diviſions, and this pleni- 
tude of power is awarded to him for the following 
reaſons; Mr. Wallace is by proſeſſion a Barber, 
and has the care of the outward and beſt furniſh- 
ed part of his imperial Cheiftain, the Colonel's 
head, that is, he ſhaves and dreſſes his maſter. 
Mrs. Wallace heretofore helped her little family 
by ſharing her perſon with the Minor Othcers, 


oy her attractions were too diſtinguiſhed to. 


{cape the military eye of the Colonel, he has 


NE her from the athletic embraces of Mr. 
Hatch, 
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Hatch, to his own more feminine tho” lefs plea- 


ſing arms, and his barber's helpmate has been 
lately raiſed from the ColonePs kitchen, to the 
rank of houſekeeper, tho” againſt the advice of 
Mrs. Alexander, whoſe diſcernment has not ſuf- 
fered any conſiderable dimunition by being a Co- 
lonePs lady, ſhe expoſtulated in vain at the pro- 
motions of Mr. Wallace and his manageable rib, 
who {lill continues to do the honours of the 
ColonePs bed. 


Mr. Wallace, thus privileged to proul through 
the entire of what is called the diſtrict of the 
metropolis, is realizing a fortune; what publican 
'or grocer dare refuſe to entertain him and his 
company with the beſt in their reſpective houſes ? 

or dare neglect to furniſh him with the beſt teas 
and Spirits, or what dairy-man dare neglect to 


bring his quota of milk and butter to Mr. Wallace's 


office? Mr. Wallace is not to be trifled with, he 
has his oath, and his Colonel ready to. nuniſh the 
obdurate Publican, or the ſtupid Dairy-man or- 


Coach-owner, who dare diſpute his claims or 


queſtion his gy; 


The forty-eight common ; Conſtables, or lower 
. houſe of law-makers, are very ancketnbarraiſedi in 
their means of levying, as the Colonel's 15, ooo, 
the Captain Carleton, Logan and Wilſon, with 
Meſſrs. Whiteſide and Wallace's exactions, have 

ſo completely exhauſted, wherever any thing was 
to be found, that the Publicans and the forty- 
eight Conſtables are not able to aſſiſt each other, 


and though mutual intereſt ſhould cauſe ſome kind 
of affection between people, whoſe misfortunes 


are cauſed rom the one __ ſame quarter, yet 
the 


-| 

J 
ö 
; 
; 
4 


a 


J K 


AN 


Te 


is 


19 


the forty eight gentlemen inſiſt with great firmneſs 


on being admitted to a ſhare of whatever is left 
by th-ir maſters; to refiſt their claims would be 
ſudden ruin, and to get leave to linger they muſt 
contrive to give a little more, however the forty. 
eight adopt a modeſty of demeanour in their ex- 
actions— they walk into a public honfe o a 
Zunday, as they are remarkably religious and 
conſcientious, they are not to fee ſpirits uſed on 
the Sabbath, without incurring the ſin of perjury, 
they generally ſhut their eyes in the houſe of a 
« worthy,” that, is a petſon that * comes down“ 
handſomely, and feels their way to the Bar, bere 
the landlord meets his tax- gatherer, ane diſereer y 
puts a bottle of whiſkey into the poor blind-mati's 
pocket, and a few ſhillings into his hand—if this 
little ceremony is neg'ected the poor man comes 
to his ſight, and the next Wedneſday {wears be- 
fore his Colonel he ſaw people in conſiderable 
numbers drinking ſpirits in the houſe of the ac- 
cuſed, though ſrequently there had been no perſon 
in this man's houſe at the time but the owner, but. 
a Conſtable's oath is the only proof allowed, and 
if it is queſtioned or denied by the deferidant; the 
fine is doubled. Another method of collecting 
uſed by theſe gentlemen, two or three times each 
quarter, they get cards printed deſcribing a watch, 

or ſome other article of value that never exiſted, 

to be rafled for, for the benefit of one of the 
Corps, who is ſtated, but never named, as ſuſſer- 
ing under ſome incapacity by ficknefs or accident, 
and every publican is given one of thoſe tickets, 
for which he mult give half a crown, or ſuffer 
the diſpleaſure of the 1 religious aſſociation. heir 
ſtratagems are ſo numerous that our limits at pre- 


ſent will not _ us to detail them, but we hopes, 


on. 
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on a ſecond e dition, to be furniſhed with ſuch a 
number of autleutic documents, as Will enable 
us to lay before the public a-cop10us and correct 
account of this opprethive and ſcandalous efta- 


bpliſhment. 


The Mr. Hatch, we before mentioned, is a clerk 
under the Colonel, and has very ample powers 
given him, and very considerable ufe has he ap- 
plied them to; he is known to every retatler, as 
he regiſters theix licenſes, and has many favou- 


_ rites among them. Mr. Hatch generally keeps 
three or four public houſes himſelf, under other 


names, and beſide the advantage he poſſeſſes of 
having leave to keep his own houſes open at any 
hour, and on every day, while others are obliged 


to be ſhut, he has in each a benefit dinner, twice 
a quarter, to each of which dinner he expects, 


and even indirectly compels the attendance of 
ſuch publicans as fear his collateral vengeance, or 
expect his favour, at a guinea each perſon, for 
dinner and drink; for Mr. Hatch can confer a 
fayour in many, caſes to ſuch as he notices. The 
law requires every perſon, before he gets his police 
licenſe, to ſwear that he will not ſell any ſmuggled 
ſpirits, Mr. Hatch is to adminiſter this oath, 
but to a friend of his or his friends 1 in ee, 5 
oath is not given. | 


The reader of this narrative aink be aſtoniſhed 
to hear that this detail is not one half of the 
cruel ſyſtem the publicans are expoſed to. Ano- 
ther man, who by the Corporation is called High 
Conſtable, equal to any of the former in the 
trade of extortion 3 this man is alſo a conſidera- 
ble vender of all kinds of wines and ſpirits, and 
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even porter, but of ſuch debated qu ality is all 


things he pleaſes to denominate as eittzer ſpirits, 
wine, or porter, that he would not be able to ſell 
a gallon of any kind, if it were not tarough the 
unlawful uſe he makes of lus authority as High 
Conſtable ; by this office he has the appointing 
or direction of billetei ing ſuch ſoldiers who pafs 
through this city on buſineſs, and whole reſi- 
dence is only temporary. This privilege of office 
enables him to give billets on any houſe his own 
diferetion pleaſes; the legal act of billeting Sol- 
diers cannot be dilputed, and though lawful, yet 
like any other conſtitutional cuſtom, it can be 


converted into an act of tyranny, by a partial ap- 
plication of it in the hands of an ignorant or cor- 


rupt Magiſtrate ; Biliet-maſters duty is to diftri- 
bute billets fairly and equally on ſuch as by law 
ſhould receive them, and the Billet-maſter, like any 
other magiſtrate, ſhould not, in the diſcharge of his 
public duty, be influenced by his own private emo- 
lument, or the laws will loſe the effect intended, 
and ſociety will want that union of policy and 
juſtice that cements our happy eſtabliſhment—our 
High Conſtable derides ſuch abſtruſe conſtruc- 
tions, he ſells the adminiſtration of his duty to 
ſuch as will buy, his warehouſe of liquid mer- 
chandiſes is reſiſted only by the indigent and un- 
fortunate, whoſe ſcanty means would be diſperſed 
very quickly, were they to hazard his diſpleaſure 
one year, perhaps one month; it is no uncommon 
thing to know a poor publican, who is in the 
ligh Conſtable's book any thort time, or who has 


Jared to chooſe a better market to get billets to 
the amount of forty ſhillings per week, while 
another billet was not known for months in any 


other quarter, Mr. High Conſtable has the pri- 
vilege 
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vilege of a benefit play once each year, of this 
he generally makes Z, 1000, as he inflicts the uſual 


-puniſhment on any public or an innkeeper who 


8 1 888 to buy a guineas worth of his e 


I may be honeſtly hoped, that ſome jaded or 


enlightened ſenator may ſee this fugitive ſtate- 


> 


ment, and that ſome inveſtigation will take place 
that may deliver a conſiderable body of his ma- 
jeſty's people from a cruel and diſguſting ſyſtem, 
of a very ſerious though heretofore very obſcure 
peculation and petty deſpotiſm, and perhaps tend 
to teach a deluded and abuſed people that their 
ſufferings, as they really are, be not attribut- 
ed to his Majeſty's Government, which ſhould 


not be ſtupidly execrated for dark and ſcandalous 


aſſociation, equally enemies to the King and the 
People. Oo 


- 


Communications, properly authenticated, will be 


received at the office every Thurſday towards 
forwarding the 285275 of this work. 


